
IN MEIVIORIAM

P1ROFESSOR P. K. SIRCAR
(2-9-23 -- 18-12-96i,)

"This then above all - to thine own self be true"

This is rvhat Prof. P. K. Sircar, my esteemed
teacher, wrote in my autograph hook on
September 8, 1961. Prof. Sircar was then
teaching at the Department of Ceography,
t'anj ab University, Chancli garh. So on after that,
he left for Nigeria to teach at the University
College atthe University of Nigeria.

Parbati f)a to hundreds of his students,
admirers, colleagues and friends, Profl, Sircar
graduated from Calcutta University. After
passing his M. Sc. (Hons.) from Calsutta
University with first position, he taught for
sometime in Caloutta and then left tbr higher
studies in England. P.K. sircar did his doctorate
with Prof. P.R. Crow specialising in
climatology. Prof Sircarrvould be rememhered
for his pioneering work in monsoon clirnatology
and floodhyrology. He worked intensively on
tlood related economic changes.and landscape
destruction, hydrological changes in thc
Damodar valley, especially foussing on
problems of siltation in the shifting channels.
l-lis research t-rndings were caruiecl in a number
of aticles in lndian Geograpliicl Journal
(Madras) in the early fities,

Protl Sircar also served at the Departrnent of
African Studies, (tlieri witli Delhi Llniversitv)

as a Reaclcr in Polirical Geography of Atj.ica
be fore leaviug ftrr Statc uriversity of Ncrv york
at Nerv Paltz uirere lrc stayed till his returrr to
Calcutta in thc carly njnetics. ltis book entitlcd
'Develoltnrent tlrrough lntegr-ation' cmbodies hjs
perception of devclopnlent potentjals and
constraints of African countries. prof.
Ci.Kurien, S.M. Ali, M.Sliafi and lahir Rizvi
wcre great aclmirers of Ilrof. Sircar's
scholarslri p and intcllecfuai pursuits.

TIre nervs ofhis suddcn death in December 1996
ci.urc as a rr.rrle shock to us cspecially nhen
only a fen' days earlici I liacl the privilege of
meetins him and N4rs. Sircar at the ir rcsiclenc:e
in Calcutta.

One ofthe carly lif-e ntembers of thc lnstitute
of Indian Gcographers, [)rof. Sircar rvould be
missecl by the gcography li'itternity across tl]e
colxrtry- b_v hjs studcnts anilcolleagucs alikc.

Prof. Sircar is sun,ivcd b5, his rvifc Prof.
Maniusri Sircar, an accomplishecl dancer,
chtlrcograplrr.rr arrd drrncc director scttlccl at
Calc:utta, unrl ir vcr'),talcnted elaughtcr u,ho is
on thc visiting fruuitl,of Visltavblrarari
Universit1,. Slrantir;i ketarr.

- Srvarujit Melrta
Chzmdirgarh


